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David Livingstone: The Explorer Who Searched for the Unknown 
A long time ago, people didn’t know much about the 
inner lands of Africa. Many explorers traveled there, 
hoping to map the land, find trade routes, and learn 
about different cultures. One of the most famous explorers 
was David Livingstone, a Scottish doctor and missionary. 
He spent much of his life traveling through Africa, facing 
many challenges and making important discoveries. 
Early Life and Passion for Exploration 
David Livingstone was born in 1813 in Scotland. As a child, 
he loved to read books and learn about the world. He 
studied medicine and became a doctor, but he also 

wanted to help people and explore new places. In 1841, he traveled to South Africa to 
work as a missionary, teaching people about Christianity and helping with medical care. 
While in Africa, Livingstone became interested in exploring the deepest parts of the 
continent. He wanted to find new trade routes so that Africans could trade goods without 
being forced into slavery. He also wanted to bring knowledge and medical help to 
people who had never seen a doctor before. 
Exploring the Unknown 
Livingstone traveled thousands of miles across Africa. He was one of the first Europeans 
to cross the Kalahari Desert, and he explored the Zambezi River. In 1855, he discovered 
a massive waterfall, which he named Victoria Falls, after Queen Victoria of England. The 
local people called it Mosi-oa-Tunya, meaning “The Smoke That Thunders.” 
During his travels, Livingstone met many African communities. He learned their languages 
and customs, and he worked to end the cruel slave trade. Unlike some explorers who 
treated Africans unfairly, Livingstone respected the people he met and wanted to help 
them. 
The Search for the Source of the Nile 
One of Livingstone’s biggest goals was to find the source of the Nile River, the longest 
river in the world. Many explorers had tried before, but no one had been successful. He 
spent years traveling through Africa, facing dangerous animals, diseases, and difficult 
terrain. For a long time, no one heard from him, and people thought he was lost. In 1871, 
a newspaper reporter named Henry Stanley was sent to find him. After searching for 
months, Stanley finally found Livingstone in the town of Ujiji (in present-day Tanzania). He 
famously greeted him with the words, “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?” 
Even though Stanley offered to help him return home, Livingstone refused to leave Africa. 
He wanted to continue his work, but his health was failing. He died in 1873, and the local 
people buried his heart in Africa before sending his body back to England. 
Livingstone’s Legacy 
David Livingstone was not just an explorer—he was a doctor, missionary, and fighter 
against slavery. His maps and discoveries helped later explorers, and his work inspired 
many to continue fighting against the slave trade. Today, he is remembered as a brave 
explorer who spent his life trying to help others and uncover the secrets of Africa. 


