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Henry Hudson: The Explorer of Uncharted Waters 
In the early 1600s, people were searching for faster ways to 
reach Asia. Many believed there was a Northwest 
Passage, a shortcut through the icy waters of North 
America that would make trade easier. One of the 
explorers who set out to find this route was Henry Hudson, 
an English sea captain. Even though he never found the 
passage, Hudson made important discoveries that changed history. 
Early Life and First Voyages 
Henry Hudson was born in England in the late 1500s. Not much is known about his 
early life, but he likely learned about sailing as a young man. He became a skilled 
navigator, which means he was good at finding his way across the ocean. 
In 1607, Hudson set sail on his first known voyage, hoping to find a way to Asia by 
traveling north over the Arctic Ocean. He and his crew sailed past Greenland but 
were blocked by thick ice. He tried again in 1608, but the ice was still too strong, 
and he had to turn back. 
The Hudson River and New Lands 
In 1609, Hudson was hired by the Dutch East India Company to search for a route 
to Asia. This time, instead of going north, he sailed west across the Atlantic Ocean. 
He reached what is now New York Harbor and explored a large river, which would 
later be named the Hudson River. 
Hudson’s crew met and traded with the Native American tribes living along the 
river. The Dutch later used his discoveries to start a colony called New Netherland, 
which later became New York City. 
The Final Voyage and Mystery 
Hudson's last journey was in 1610, when he was hired by England to try again to 
find the Northwest Passage. This time, he sailed into a huge bay, now called 
Hudson Bay, in Canada. He and his crew spent the winter there, trapped by the 
ice. Food was running low, and the men grew angry. 
In the spring of 1611, some of Hudson’s crew mutinied, meaning they took control 
of the ship. They put Hudson, his teenage son, and a few loyal sailors in a small 
boat and left them behind in the freezing waters. No one ever saw Hudson again, 
and his fate remains a mystery. 
Hudson’s Legacy 
Even though Hudson did not find the Northwest Passage, his voyages helped 
people learn more about North America. The Hudson River, Hudson Bay, and 
Hudson Strait are all named after him. His explorations led to new trade and 
settlements, and he is remembered as a brave, determined explorer. 
 


