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Ibn Battuta: The Greatest Traveler of His Time 
Ibn Battuta was one of the greatest explorers in history. 
He traveled more than 75,000 miles, visiting over 40 
modern countries during the 14th century. His journeys 
took him across Africa, the Middle East, India, China, and 
many other places. He wrote about his adventures in a 
book, which helps us understand what the world was like 
long ago. 
Early Life and First Journey 
Ibn Battuta was born in Tangier, Morocco, in 1304. As a 
young boy, he loved to hear stories about faraway lands. 

When he was 21 years old, he decided to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca, a journey that 
Muslims take to visit Islam’s holiest city. This trip, called the Hajj, was only supposed to last 
a year, but it turned into a journey that lasted almost 30 years! 
Traveling Across Many Lands 
After reaching Mecca, Ibn Battuta did not return home. Instead, he continued traveling, 
visiting places such as Egypt, Syria, and Persia. He sailed across the Red Sea and traveled 
through the Indian Ocean. He visited India, where he worked as a judge for the Sultan of 
Delhi. The sultan later sent him on a mission to China. 
Ibn Battuta was amazed by the different cultures, foods, and traditions he saw. He 
traveled by camel, horseback, ship, and even on foot. Along the way, he met kings, 
scholars, and traders who welcomed him into their lands. 
Challenges and Adventures 
Although his travels were exciting, Ibn Battuta also faced many dangers. He was 
attacked by bandits in India, got caught in storms at sea, and even got lost in the desert. 
However, he never gave up. He used his knowledge, language skills, and faith to survive 
and keep moving forward. 
One of his most amazing adventures happened in Mali, West Africa. He visited Timbuktu, 
which was a great center of learning. He met the famous ruler Mansa Musa, one of the 
richest kings in history. Ibn Battuta was surprised by the wealth and knowledge of the 
people in Mali. 
Returning Home and Writing His Book 
After nearly 30 years of traveling, Ibn Battuta finally returned to Morocco in 1354. He met 
the ruler of Morocco, who asked him to tell his story. A writer helped Ibn Battuta record 
his travels in a book called "The Rihla", which means "The Journey." 
His book became an important record of life in the 14th century. It describes cities, 
governments, cultures, and even food from different parts of the world. Today, historians 
still use Ibn Battuta’s writings to learn about the past. 
Ibn Battuta’s Legacy 
Ibn Battuta’s journey was longer than Marco Polo’s and Christopher Columbus’s! His 
curiosity, bravery, and love for learning helped him explore lands that many people had 
never seen. His stories continue to inspire travelers and historians today. 
 


