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Facing Adulthood 
Short Answer 
1. Why does Holden run away instead of facing his problems? 

 

2. What does the “cliff” in Holden’s dream symbolize? 

 

3. How does Phoebe help Holden change his perspective on growing up? 

 

4. Why does Holden feel different when he watches Phoebe on the carousel? 

 

5. What lesson does Holden start to learn about adulthood by the end of the 
novel? 

 

 


