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Nuggets of Nonsense: The Gold Rush Family Saga 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. At the beginning of the story, the Thompsons were focused on 

finding wealth during the Gold Rush, but by the end, they 

realized that their bond as a family and their ability to find humor 

in life's challenges were more important than gold. 

2. Laughter and family bonds played a significant role in the 

Thompsons' journey. Their ability to laugh at their own 

misadventures and the quirks of the people they encountered 

helped them stay positive and connected. Ultimately, their 

decision to open a bakery in San Francisco was driven by their 

desire to create a warm and welcoming atmosphere where 

laughter and love could thrive. 

3. From the Thompson family's experiences, we can learn that 

happiness is not solely found in material wealth. The pursuit of 

wealth can lead to disappointment, but the bonds we form with 

loved ones and our ability to find humor in life's challenges are 

valuable sources of happiness. 

4. If the Thompsons had found real gold during their adventure, 

their lives might have been filled with material wealth, but they 

might have missed out on the deeper riches of laughter, love, 

and shared experiences that they discovered by opening a 

bakery and cherishing their family bond. 

 

 


