
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Ohio's Remarkable Figures: Famous People from the Buckeye State 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. These five notable Ohioans have left an indelible mark on both Ohio and the 
world. Thomas Edison's inventions, including the phonograph and electric light 
bulb, transformed daily life globally. Neil Armstrong's moonwalk symbolized human 
achievement and exploration beyond Earth, inspiring scientific progress. LeBron 
James not only excelled in basketball but also used his platform to promote social 
change and philanthropy. Harriet Beecher Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin" ignited the 
anti-slavery movement, impacting the United States and the world. John Glenn's 
space exploration and political career demonstrated the pursuit of knowledge 
and public service, influencing future generations. Their contributions continue to 
shape Ohio's legacy and the broader world. 

2. Thomas Edison's inventions and Neil Armstrong's moonwalk exemplify the spirit of 
innovation and exploration. Edison's creations improved daily life and inspired 
further technological advancements. Armstrong's moonwalk showcased 
humanity's capacity for exploration and discovery. Fostering innovation is vital 
because it drives progress, fuels economic growth, and addresses societal 
challenges. Encouraging curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving skills in 
individuals and society fosters innovation, pushing humanity to new frontiers. 

3. Athletes like LeBron James using their platform for social causes can have a 
profound impact. James has used his influence to address social issues, including 
education and racial inequality. His "I PROMISE School" and advocacy work 
highlight the power of athletes to effect change. They raise awareness, mobilize 
resources, and inspire others to engage in philanthropy and social activism. 
Athletes' visibility and reach make them influential advocates for important 
causes, creating opportunities for positive change. 

4. "Uncle Tom's Cabin" by Harriet Beecher Stowe is a prime example of literature's 
power to effect social change. The novel exposed the cruelty of slavery, 
generated empathy for enslaved individuals, and galvanized the abolitionist 
movement. Literature can illuminate societal injustices, evoke emotions, and 
stimulate critical thinking. It has the potential to shape public opinion, influence 
policy, and inspire action. By shedding light on important issues, literature serves 
as a catalyst for change, fostering dialogue and promoting social justice. 

5. John Glenn's experiences as an astronaut likely influenced his work in politics and 
public service in several ways. His time in space demonstrated the value of 
international cooperation and diplomacy, which could have informed his 
approach to foreign policy as a Senator. Additionally, his commitment to 
exploration and scientific advancement may have led to support for funding 
scientific research and education during his political career. Overall, Glenn's 
unique perspective from space likely contributed to his broader dedication to 
public service, emphasizing unity, progress, and the pursuit of knowledge. 

 


