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Understanding Far-Right and Far-Left in U.S. Politics 
In the realm of U.S. politics, terms like "far-

right" and "far-left" are often used to 

describe individuals, groups, or 

ideologies that fall at the extreme ends 

of the political spectrum. Understanding 

what these terms mean and how they 

relate to the broader political landscape is essential to comprehend the diversity 

of opinions and beliefs in American politics. In this passage, we will delve into the 

definitions and characteristics of the far-right and far-left in the United States. 

Defining Far-Right and Far-Left 

The terms "far-right" and "far-left" refer to political positions that are significantly 

outside the mainstream or center of the political spectrum. These positions often 

diverge from the more moderate and centrist views held by a majority of 

Americans. Here's a closer look at what each term represents: 

Far-Right 

The far-right, sometimes referred to as the "extreme right," typically encompasses 

political ideologies and positions that emphasize limited government intervention, 

strong nationalistic tendencies, and conservative social values. Some key features 

of far-right ideologies include: 

• Limited Government: Far-right individuals and groups often advocate for 

reducing the role and size of the federal government. They may support 

lower taxes, deregulation, and a limited social safety net. 

• Nationalism: Far-right ideologies tend to prioritize the interests of the nation 

over international cooperation. This may include advocating for strict 

immigration policies and protectionist trade measures. 
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• Conservative Social Values: Far-right individuals often uphold traditional 

social values and may oppose certain social changes, such as LGBTQ+ 

rights or reproductive rights. 

• Extreme Views: Some far-right factions may hold extreme or fringe beliefs, 

such as white supremacy or anti-government extremism. 

Far-Left 

Conversely, the far-left, also known as the "extreme left," comprises political 

positions that advocate for significant government intervention, progressive social 

values, and, in some cases, socialist or communist ideals. Key features of far-left 

ideologies include: 

• Expanded Government: Far-left individuals and groups typically support an 

active role for the government in addressing social and economic issues. 

This may involve advocating for universal healthcare, education, and a 

stronger social safety net. 

• Social Progressivism: Far-left ideologies often prioritize progressive social 

values, including LGBTQ+ rights, racial justice, and gender equality. 

• Economic Equality: Some far-left factions may advocate for socialist or 

communist economic systems aimed at reducing income inequality and 

wealth disparities. 

• Advocacy for Systemic Change: Far-left individuals often seek systemic 

change to address perceived injustices, such as income inequality and 

racial discrimination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


