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Farewell to Childhood: A Sonnet on Growing Up 

Short Answer Key 

1. The poem describes the bittersweet feeling of leaving childhood 

behind as a mixture of emotions, including sadness for what is 

being left behind and uncertainty about the future. 

2. The speaker faces the great unknown as they transition from 

childhood to adulthood, and they feel a sense of loneliness and 

isolation in this process. 

3. The poem conveys that growing up involves facing the great 

unknown by highlighting the uncertainty and challenges that 

come with leaving behind the familiar world of childhood. 

4. The phrase "farewell to childhood" signifies the speaker's 

acknowledgment and acceptance of leaving behind the 

carefree and innocent days of childhood. 

5. The poem ends by conveying that while childhood is sweet and 

tender, adulthood offers the speaker the opportunity to find their 

own place and embrace the future with hope. 

 

 

 


