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George Washington's Farewell Address: A Timeless Message for
America

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. George Washington's Farewell Address contained several key
elements. He expressed his love for the country and urged
Americans to prioritize national unity over regional or party
affiliations. He warned against the dangers of political parties,
excessive partisanship, and foreign entanglements. His advice
emphasized neutrality in international affairs and the avoidance
of permanent alliances.

2. The lasting impact of George Washington's warning against
political parties and the importance of national unity is evident
in ongoing discussions about the divisive nature of partisanship
in American politics. His advice continues to be relevant in
addressing the challenges of maintaining unity and effective
governance in a democratic system.

3. George Washington's caution against foreign entanglements
influenced the United States' approach to diplomacy by
emphasizing the importance of safeguarding national interests
and avoiding unnecessary involvement in international conflicts.
This principle has guided U.S. foreign policy for centuries, shaping
decisions on alliances and international interventions.

4. George Washington's decision to retire from public service after
two terms as President set a significant precedent for the
peaceful transfer of power in American democracy. It
reinforced the idea of a limited presidency and a commitment
to the principles of democracy and republicanism, where
leaders serve at the will of the people. This tradition continues to
be a hallmark of the American political system.
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