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Faces of the Farmstead 
Short Answer 

1. What does the pitchfork held by the man symbolize in the painting? 

 

2. How does the poem describe the woman's apron? 

 

3. What emotions and stories do the faces of the individuals in "American Gothic" 
convey? 

 

4. What do you think the poem means when it asks, "Are they content with their 
life on the farm, or do they dream of adventures and charm"? 

 

5. How does "American Gothic" capture a slice of life for the characters in the 
painting? 

 

 

 


