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Buttons, Zippers, and Snaps: The Secrets of Fastening Clothes 

Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

 

1. In a world without buttons, people might have to use alternative methods 

to fasten their clothing, such as laces, ties, or hooks. This could lead to 

clothing designs with more visible fasteners or closures, potentially 

influencing fashion to prioritize practicality over aesthetics. The absence of 

buttons might also affect the overall look of garments, making them 

appear less structured and tailored. 

 

2. People with limited dexterity or mobility often encounter difficulties when 

using traditional fasteners like buttons or zippers. Innovations in fasteners, 

such as magnetic closures or adaptive designs, can significantly improve 

accessibility and inclusivity in clothing. These innovations make it easier for 

individuals with disabilities to dress independently and comfortably, 

fostering a more inclusive fashion industry. 

 

3. In this response, you could share a personal experience where a zipper on 

your jacket or pants got stuck or broke. Describe the frustration and 

challenges you faced, such as being unable to close or open the clothing 

item. Explain how you eventually resolved the issue, whether through DIY 

repairs, seeking help from others, or replacing the broken zipper. 

 

4. Share your perspective on how the design and appearance of clothing 

fasteners can influence your clothing choices. For instance, you might 

discuss how decorative buttons on a blouse or a unique zipper detail on a 

jacket can make a garment more appealing to you. Alternatively, you 

may emphasize the role of fasteners in ensuring comfort and ease of use, 

which can affect your preference for certain clothing items. 


