During World War Il (1939-1945), millions of
Americans fought for democracy and freedom.
But when Black soldiers returned home, they saw
that the country they had fought for still did not
treat them equally. This experience helped
A inspire the Civil Rights Movement and led to

7 _Y . . . .
R important changes in American history.

African Americans in the Military

More than one million African Americans served
in the U.S. military during World War Il. They
worked as soldiers, pilots, and nurses, but the military was segregated. Black soldiers
had to train and fight separately from white soldiers. Even though they proved their
bravery in battle, they were still treated unfairly.

One famous group was the Tuskegee Airmen, a team of African American pilots who
flew dangerous missions in the war. They showed that Black soldiers were just as skilled
as white soldiers, helping to change people's minds about segregation in the military.

The Fight for Jobs and Fairness

During the war, many factories needed workers to build airplanes, tanks, and
supplies. But Black workers often faced discrimination and were not hired for good-
paying jobs. Civil rights leader A. Philip Randolph demanded change. He pressured
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to sign an order that made it illegal to discriminate
against Black workers in government jobs and war industries.

This was a big step toward equal rights in the workplace and showed that when
people worked together, they could create change.

Returning Home to Discrimination

After the war, many Black veterans thought their service would lead to greater
equality, but they returned to the same unfair treatment. Jim Crow laws still kept Black
and white people separated in public places. Black soldiers were not allowed to buy
homes in some neighborhoods or vote freely in Southern states.

This unfair treatment angered many people and helped fuel the Civil Rights
Movement. Leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and others used peaceful protests
to demand equal rights. The fight for freedom abroad made many Americans realize
the need for freedom and fairness at home.

World War Il helped open the door to the Civil Rights Movement, proving that justice
should be for all Americans.
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