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The Forbidden City  
 
In the heart of Beijing, China, lies a magnificent 
palace called the Forbidden City. Built over 600 years 
ago during the Ming Dynasty, this extraordinary place 
was home to emperors and their families for nearly 
five centuries. With its bright red walls, golden roofs, 
and vast courtyards, the Forbidden City is one of the 
most beautiful and famous palaces in the world. 
 
The Forbidden City got its name because ordinary people weren't allowed inside. 
Only the emperor, his family, and a few trusted officials and servants could enter its 
gates. This rule made the palace mysterious and fascinating to people outside. 
Today, anyone can visit the Forbidden City to explore its history and admire its 
treasures. 
 
Construction of the Forbidden City began in 1406 under Emperor Yongle, who 
wanted a grand palace to show China's power and glory. It took over a million 
workers 14 years to build. The palace complex covers 180 acres and has 980 
buildings! Everything in the Forbidden City was designed with great care. The 
buildings face south, symbolizing warmth and life. Yellow, the color of the roofs, 
represents the emperor's power and the heavens. 
 
The architecture of the Forbidden City is full of meaning. The palace has many 
courtyards and halls arranged in perfect symmetry. This design reflects balance and 
harmony, two important ideas in Chinese culture. At the center of the complex is 
the Hall of Supreme Harmony, the largest wooden structure in China. This hall was 
used for grand ceremonies, like the emperor's birthday or coronation. 
 
Life inside the Forbidden City was strict and orderly. The emperor was considered 
the "Son of Heaven," chosen to rule by the gods. He rarely left the palace, as it was 
both his home and his workplace. The palace walls were meant to protect him and 
his family, but they also kept them separated from the rest of the world. 
 
The Forbidden City is not just a symbol of China's imperial past; it is also a treasure 
trove of art and history. Today, it is called the Palace Museum and is visited by 
millions of people each year. Visitors can see ancient paintings, delicate porcelain, 
and intricate jade carvings. They can also imagine what life was like for the 
emperors who once walked its halls. 
 
The Forbidden City is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, meaning it is 
protected for future generations to enjoy. It stands as a reminder of China's rich 
history, architectural skill, and cultural importance. If you ever visit Beijing, the 
Forbidden City is a must-see! 
 


