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Forgiveness Found  
 
In Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë, the 
theme of forgiveness weaves through the lives 
of its characters, though not all achieve 
personal redemption. The story is filled with acts 
of revenge, jealousy, and heartbreak, 
particularly between Heathcliff and those who 
have wronged him. However, as the novel 
progresses, moments of forgiveness and the 
possibility of redemption begin to emerge. 
 
Heathcliff's life is consumed by his need for vengeance. After being mistreated 
by Hindley and heartbroken by Catherine's marriage to Edgar Linton, Heathcliff 
dedicates himself to hurting those around him. His anger leads to years of 
manipulation and cruelty, affecting both the Earnshaw and Linton families. 
Despite his harsh actions, Heathcliff's inability to forgive leaves him lonely and 
unfulfilled by the end of his life. 
 
In contrast, the younger generation in the story-Cathy, the daughter of 
Catherine and Edgar, and Hareton, Hindley's son-shows the healing power of 
forgiveness. Initially, Cathy looks down on Hareton because of his lack of 
education and rough behavior, while Hareton harbors resentment toward Cathy 
for her arrogance. Over time, they overcome their differences, learning to 
understand and care for one another. Their relationship brings peace to the 
otherwise turbulent history of Wuthering Heights. 
 
Through Cathy and Hareton, Brontë suggests that forgiveness is essential for 
personal redemption and the restoration of relationships. Their love and 
reconciliation provide a hopeful resolution to the story, in contrast to the pain 
and bitterness of the previous generation. By choosing to forgive and move 
forward, they break the cycle of revenge that plagued their families. 
 
Ultimately, Wuthering Heights portrays forgiveness as a transformative act that 
brings peace and redemption. While characters like Heathcliff are unable to 
escape their anger, others, like Cathy and Hareton, find happiness by letting go 
of the past. 
 
 
 


