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George Washington: A Founding Father of the United States 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. During the American Revolution, George Washington and the 

Continental Army faced challenges such as harsh winters at 

Valley Forge, lack of resources, and battles against a formidable 

British army. They overcame these challenges through 

perseverance, strategic planning, and support from foreign 

allies, ultimately achieving victory at the Battle of Yorktown. 

2. George Washington is often referred to as a Founding Father of 

the United States because of his pivotal roles in the American 

Revolution, the Constitutional Convention, and his presidency. 

His leadership, dedication to the nation's ideals, and the 

precedents he set had a profound impact on the country's 

formation and governance. 

3. George Washington's leadership style was characterized by his 

calm and composed demeanor, strong moral character, and 

ability to inspire others. These traits, combined with his strategic 

thinking and adaptability, made him an effective military leader 

and statesman. 

4. George Washington's presidency was crucial in the early 

development of the United States. He established important 

precedents, such as the peaceful transfer of power, the cabinet 

system, and the importance of the federal government. His 

leadership helped stabilize the new nation and lay the 

foundation for future growth and prosperity. 


