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Picture-Perfect Framing: Understanding the Rule of Thirds in 
Photography 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. To create an engaging landscape photograph of a serene lake 
surrounded by mountains using the Rule of Thirds, I would position 
the horizon along the upper horizontal line. This placement 
would highlight the beautiful mountain range and the reflection 
in the lake, emphasizing the scenic beauty of the location. I 
would also ensure that the peaks of the mountains align with the 
upper intersections for added interest. 

2. Let's take the example of photographing a chair. To apply the 
Rule of Thirds, I would position the chair along one of the vertical 
lines, ensuring that the backrest or a significant element of the 
chair aligns with one of the intersections. This composition would 
make the chair appear more visually appealing and create a 
sense of balance. 

3. One situation where I might intentionally break the Rule of Thirds 
in photography is when capturing a symmetrical subject or 
scene, such as a perfectly centered architectural structure. By 
centering the subject, I can emphasize its symmetry and create 
a strong and formal composition, which can be particularly 
effective in architectural photography. 

4. In wildlife photography, the Rule of Thirds can be applied to 
emphasize a specific element, such as a bird in flight. I would 
position the bird's eye or body along one of the gridlines or 
intersections. This placement draws attention to the bird while 
also allowing space in the direction of its movement, creating a 
dynamic and engaging composition that suggests the bird's 
journey or destination. 

 

 

 


