
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

French Art and Literature: A World of Creativity 
France has been a center for art and literature 
for many centuries. Some of the most famous 
painters, writers, and musicians in the world 
came from France or lived there. French artists 
and authors have influenced people all over 
the world with their creativity. 
Famous French Artists 
One of the most well-known French painters is 
Claude Monet. He was a leader of 
Impressionism, a style of painting that captures 
light and movement. Monet painted 
landscapes, gardens, and water lilies, often 
showing how they looked at different times of 
the day. His most famous paintings include 
Water Lilies and Impression, Sunrise. 

Another great artist who lived in France was Pablo Picasso. Though he was born in Spain, 
Picasso spent most of his life in France. He was famous for creating a new style of art 
called Cubism, which used shapes to show objects and people in a different way. His 
painting Les Demoiselles d'Avignon changed the way people thought about art. 
Great French Writers 
France has also been home to many famous writers. Victor Hugo was one of the greatest 
authors in French history. He wrote Les Misérables, a novel about people struggling for 
justice in 19th-century France. Another one of his famous books, The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, tells the story of a bell ringer who lives in a famous cathedral in Paris. 
Another well-known French writer is Jules Verne. He is sometimes called the "Father of 
Science Fiction." His books, such as Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea and Around 
the World in Eighty Days, were full of adventure and new ideas about travel and 
technology. 
France’s Influence on Music and Cinema 
France is also known for its music and film industry. French classical music, opera, and 
modern pop music are all important parts of its culture. Famous musicians like Édith Piaf, 
known for songs like La Vie en Rose, and Daft Punk, who made electronic music popular, 
show how music in France has changed over time. 
France also played a big role in the development of cinema. In 1895, the Lumière 
brothers invented the first movie camera and showed some of the world’s first films. 
Today, the Cannes Film Festival is one of the most important film events in the world, 
celebrating movies from different countries. 
A Country Full of Creativity 
From paintings to books, from music to movies, France has influenced art and culture for 
hundreds of years. People around the world continue to enjoy the beautiful and creative 
works that have come from this amazing country. 
 


