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France’s Climate and Weather 
France is a country with diverse 
weather and climate zones. Because 
of its size and location in Europe, 
different parts of France experience 
different types of weather throughout 
the year. From warm beaches in the 
south to cold winters in the north, 
France’s climate varies depending on 
where you are. 
The Four Climate Zones of France 
France has four main climate zones, 
each with its own unique weather 
patterns: 

Oceanic Climate (Western France) 
The western part of France, including cities like Bordeaux, Nantes, and Brest, has an 
oceanic climate. This means the weather is mild and rainy throughout the year. Summers 
are warm but not too hot, and winters are cool but not too cold. The Atlantic Ocean 
influences this region, bringing frequent rain and gentle winds. 
Continental Climate (Northern and Central France) 
Cities like Paris, Strasbourg, and Dijon experience a continental climate. This means the 
winters can be cold and snowy, while summers are warm and sunny. The further inland 
you go, the bigger the difference between summer and winter temperatures. 
Mediterranean Climate (Southern France) 
The south of France, including Marseille, Nice, and Montpellier, has a Mediterranean 
climate. This region enjoys hot, dry summers and mild, wet winters. People visit the French 
Riviera in the summer to enjoy sunny beaches and warm weather. The Mediterranean 
Sea helps keep this region’s climate warm and pleasant. 
Mountain Climate (Alps and Pyrenees) 
In the mountains, such as the Alps and the Pyrenees, the climate is much colder. The 
higher the elevation, the colder it gets. In the winter, these areas receive heavy snowfall, 
making them popular for skiing and snowboarding. Summers in the mountains are cool 
and perfect for hiking. 
How the Seasons Change in France 
France experiences four seasons: 

• Spring (March – May): The weather is mild, with flowers blooming and trees turning 
green. It’s a great time to visit parks and gardens. 

• Summer (June – August): The south becomes hot and dry, while the north stays 
warm and sunny. Many people go on vacation during this time. 

• Autumn (September – November): Leaves turn red and orange, and the weather 
becomes cooler. It is a rainy season in many parts of the country. 

• Winter (December – February): Snow falls in the mountains, while the rest of the 
country experiences cold and rainy weather. 


