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Frida Kahlo: A Surreal Journey Through Art and Life 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. "The Two Fridas" is a powerful representation of Frida Kahlo's dual 
heritage and emotions. In the painting, two Fridas are 
connected by veins, one wearing traditional Mexican clothing 
and the other in European attire. The Frida on the left represents 
her Mexican identity, while the one on the right symbolizes her 
European heritage. The painting reflects her complex feelings 
about her mixed identity and her emotions related to her 
tumultuous relationship with Diego Rivera. 

2. "The Broken Column" is a poignant portrayal of pain and 
resilience in Frida Kahlo's art. In this artwork, Kahlo depicts herself 
as a wounded figure with a cracked, column-like body. Nails 
pierce her skin, representing physical agony. However, her 
unwavering gaze and the tears on her face reveal her strength 
and determination to endure. The painting conveys the idea 
that despite her suffering, Kahlo found the strength to persevere. 

3. Frida Kahlo's art resonates globally because it addresses 
universal themes such as pain, identity, love, and resilience. Her 
raw and honest portrayal of these themes allows people from 
diverse backgrounds to connect with her experiences. 
Additionally, her use of vibrant colors and intricate details 
creates visually striking artworks that capture the imagination 
and emotions of viewers. 

4. Frida Kahlo's personal life and art were deeply intertwined. Her 
paintings served as a means of self-expression and healing 
throughout her life, allowing her to cope with physical and 
emotional challenges. Through her art, she could convey her 
pain, emotions, and personal experiences, making her work 
deeply personal and relatable to those who have faced 
adversity. 

 


