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The Melody of Friendship 

Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Leo's ability to understand the language of animals was a 
central element of the story. It highlighted his empathy, 
compassion, and willingness to connect with the natural world. 
His talent allowed him to form a deep bond with Ella and 
exemplified the message of understanding and appreciating 
the environment and its inhabitants. 

2. The story emphasizes the themes of friendship and compassion 
for all living creatures through the friendship between Leo and 
Ella. Their bond exemplifies the value of kindness and empathy 
toward animals and the importance of fostering harmony with 
nature. The lesson is that genuine friendship and compassion 
can bridge the gap between humans and animals. 

3. Leo's character development is evident in his willingness to help 
others in the village understand and communicate with animals. 
His refusal of the merchant's offer reflects his growth as a 
character, emphasizing his unwavering commitment to his 
principles and the true meaning of friendship. 

4. The story's message encourages readers to appreciate the 
beauty of nature, the importance of compassion for animals, 
and the value of true friendship. It emphasizes the 
interconnectedness of all living creatures and the need to 
protect and care for the environment. This lesson can apply to 
real-life situations by fostering a sense of responsibility and 
respect for the natural world and its inhabitants. 

 

 

 

 

 


