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Jersey's Jolly Surprises: Fun Facts about the Garden State 
Short Answer Key 

1. A drive-in movie theater is an outdoor cinema where patrons 
watch movies from the comfort of their cars. The world's first 
drive-in movie theater was opened in Camden, New Jersey, in 
1933 by Richard Hollingshead Jr. Patrons could drive in, park their 
cars, and watch films on a large outdoor screen. 

2. Thomas Edison was a prolific inventor known for inventions such 
as the phonograph and the incandescent light bulb. His 
inventions revolutionized technology and had a lasting impact 
on various industries, including entertainment and lighting. His 
laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey, is significant because it 
was where many of these groundbreaking inventions were 
developed, earning it the nickname "Invention Factory." 

3. Washington Crossing State Park in New Jersey holds historical 
importance because it was the site where George Washington 
and his troops famously crossed the ice-filled Delaware River on 
the night of December 25-26, 1776. This daring crossing led to a 
crucial victory at the Battle of Trenton during the American 
Revolutionary War and boosted the morale of American forces. 

4. New Jersey's boardwalks offer a wide range of activities and 
attractions. Visitors can enjoy amusement rides, arcades, shops, 
saltwater taffy, live entertainment, and, of course, the beautiful 
ocean views. These boardwalks are vibrant, lively, and iconic 
destinations for both tourists and locals. 

5. Diners are an integral part of New Jersey's culture and cuisine 
due to their accessibility, diverse menu options, and 24/7 service. 
They serve as gathering places for people of all backgrounds 
and offer a unique dining experience that includes classic 
American dishes, comfort food, and a welcoming atmosphere. 

 

 


