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Michigan's Marvelous Mysteries: Fun Facts About the Great Lakes 
State 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Michigan's Great Lakes have a profound impact on the state's culture, 

economy, and environment. They support industries like shipping, fishing, 

and tourism. The lakes also influence the climate, creating a unique 

environment for residents and wildlife. Preserving water quality and 

managing invasive species are essential for their continued health. 

2. The automotive industry in Michigan has had a significant influence on 

American culture and commerce. It revolutionized transportation, created 

jobs, and spurred economic growth. The legacy of companies like Ford and 

General Motors is deeply ingrained in the state's identity, shaping its 

economy and contributing to the nation's mobility. 

3. Motown music, originating in Detroit, had a transformative impact on 

American popular culture. Artists like Diana Ross, Stevie Wonder, and 

Marvin Gaye produced timeless music that transcended racial and cultural 

boundaries. Motown's success paved the way for greater diversity and 

inclusion in the music industry. 

4. Preserving natural wonders like Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore and 

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore is crucial to maintaining Michigan's 

natural heritage. Conservation efforts, responsible tourism, and education 

can help protect these areas from environmental degradation and ensure 

they remain accessible for future generations to enjoy. 


