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Mastering the Basics: Soccer's Fundamental Skills 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers may vary, but a practice session to develop dribbling skills could 

start with basic dribbling exercises using cones to practice dribbling with 

both feet, followed by dribbling in different directions and speeds. Players 

could also engage in small-sided games that encourage dribbling under 

pressure from defenders. 

2. Teamwork in soccer involves players working together to achieve common 

goals. Fundamental skills like passing and communication enable players 

to connect with teammates and execute plays effectively. For example, a 

team that communicates well can quickly switch from defense to offense, 

creating goal-scoring opportunities. 

3. Answers will vary based on personal experiences or observations. Students 

may share instances from professional matches where a player's 

exceptional ball control allowed them to navigate through tight defensive 

situations, create scoring chances, or maintain possession in critical 

moments. 

4. Goalkeepers must make decisions on when to come off their line to 

intercept crosses or one-on-one situations, when to stay on their line to 

make saves, and when to distribute the ball quickly to start counterattacks. 

For example, a goalkeeper may decide to rush out and close down an 

oncoming striker to reduce their shooting angle and make it challenging 

for the striker to score. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


