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The Largest Moon in the Solar System: Ganymede 
Ganymede is a celestial marvel, and it holds the prestigious title 
of being the largest moon in our solar system. This fascinating 
moon, which orbits Jupiter, has intrigued astronomers and 
space enthusiasts for centuries. 

Ganymede's Discovery 
Ganymede was discovered by the Italian astronomer Galileo 
Galilei in 1610 when he first pointed his telescope at the night 
sky. At that time, Galileo observed four of Jupiter's largest 

moons, now known as the Galilean moons: Io, Europa, Ganymede, and Callisto. 
Ganymede stood out because of its larger size compared to the others. 

Size and Composition 
Ganymede is a substantial moon, boasting a diameter of approximately 5,268 kilometers 
(3,273 miles). This makes it even larger than the planet Mercury. In fact, if Ganymede 
were not orbiting Jupiter, it could be considered a dwarf planet due to its size. 

The moon's composition is a combination of silicate rock and water ice, with a subsurface 
ocean believed to be hidden beneath its icy crust. Ganymede's unique structure sets it 
apart from other celestial bodies. 

Surface Features 
Ganymede's surface is a captivating mix of regions. It exhibits both older, heavily 
cratered terrains and relatively newer, smoother areas with fewer craters. These smoother 
areas suggest geological activity and resurfacing processes, such as tectonic forces or 
cryovolcanism, which involve the eruption of icy materials rather than molten rock. 

One of the most striking features on Ganymede is the grooved terrain, a series of intricate 
ridges and valleys that crisscross the moon's surface. These formations remain a subject 
of scientific investigation, with researchers striving to understand their origins and 
significance. 

Magnetic Field and Atmosphere 
Ganymede has a unique attribute among moons: it possesses its own intrinsic magnetic 
field. This magnetic field is likely generated by a partially liquid iron-nickel core, similar to 
Earth's magnetic field. Additionally, Ganymede has a tenuous atmosphere composed 
primarily of oxygen, but it is exceedingly thin and not suitable for breathing. 

Exploration and Future Missions 
Our understanding of Ganymede has been greatly enhanced through space 
exploration. The Galileo spacecraft, which orbited Jupiter from 1995 to 2003, provided 
valuable data and images of the moon. In the coming years, the European Space 
Agency's JUpiter ICy moons Explorer (JUICE) mission, set to launch in the 2020s, aims to 
conduct detailed studies of Ganymede, Europa, and Callisto. This mission promises to 
unveil more secrets about Ganymede's geology, subsurface ocean, and magnetic field. 

 


