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Geddy Lee: The Master of Progressive Rock 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The evolution of Rush's music from their early hard rock days to becoming 

pioneers of progressive rock was shaped by Geddy Lee's contributions. 

Initially, Rush played hard rock, but as Geddy Lee developed his skills on 

bass and keyboards, their music became more complex and innovative. 

His fingerstyle bass technique and proficiency on synthesizers added layers 

of complexity to their compositions. Geddy's unique vocals and thematic 

lyrics also played a crucial role in their transformation into a progressive rock 

band. 

2. (Answers may vary) Possible question to ask Geddy Lee: "What inspired you 

to explore philosophical and science fiction themes in your lyrics, and how 

do you think this contributed to Rush's identity as a band?" This question 

would provide insights into Geddy's creative process and the band's 

thematic choices. 

3. Geddy Lee's multi-instrumental talent, including his proficiency on the 

synthesizer and keyboards, enriched Rush's music by introducing a broader 

sonic palette. It allowed the band to experiment with different sounds and 

textures, expanding their musical horizons. The synthesizer became an 

integral part of their sound, adding atmospheric and progressive elements 

to their compositions. 

4. Geddy Lee is an influential figure in the world of rock music due to his 

virtuosic bass playing, unique vocals, and contributions to Rush's progressive 

sound. Rush's music continues to have a dedicated fanbase because it 

combines technical prowess with thematic depth. Their thought-provoking 

lyrics and complex compositions resonate with listeners who appreciate 

both musical craftsmanship and intellectual engagement. Additionally, 

Geddy's charismatic stage presence and the band's timeless hits ensure 

that their legacy endures. 


