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Geezer Butler: The Bass Wizard of Black Sabbath 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Geezer Butler's bass playing style and lyrics were crucial to Black Sabbath's 

success. His basslines added a heavy, ominous quality to the band's music, 

creating the signature sound of doom metal. His lyrics, often addressing 

themes of war and political corruption, gave the band's music a thought-

provoking dimension. Geezer's role in Black Sabbath was instrumental in 

defining the heavy metal genre and influencing future musicians. 

2. (Answers may vary) Possible question to ask Geezer Butler: "How did you 

approach writing lyrics for Black Sabbath, and which song's lyrics are the 

most personally significant to you?" This question would provide insights into 

Geezer's creative process and his personal connection to his lyrics. 

3. Geezer Butler's innovative bass playing included the use of power chords 

and distortion, creating a heavier and more aggressive bass sound. This 

innovation contributed to the development of heavy metal music, inspiring 

other bassists to explore new sonic possibilities. His ability to lock in with Bill 

Ward's drums created a powerful and tight rhythm section, setting a 

standard for heavy metal bands. 

4. Geezer Butler's legacy is enduring because of his pioneering contributions 

to heavy metal music. His thundering basslines and thought-provoking lyrics 

have inspired countless musicians in the genre. He is celebrated as one of 

the founding fathers of heavy metal, and his impact on bass playing 

continues to influence and shape the world of music. His most lasting 

contributions are his innovative bass techniques and his lyrical depth, which 

have left an indelible mark on rock and metal. 

 

 

 

 


