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The Fisherman and the Genie 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Ahmed's selflessness in setting the genie free ultimately 

benefited him because it spared his life, and it benefited the 

genie by granting him freedom. This act of kindness also made 

Ahmed's story a timeless tale of moral virtue. 

2. Answers may vary for this question, as it depends on personal 

values and beliefs. Some individuals might choose to set the 

genie free like Ahmed, while others might use the wish for 

personal gain. Justifications could include empathy, selflessness, 

or the desire for personal wealth and power. 

3. The story of Ahmed and the genie highlights the importance of 

making moral and selfless choices, even in difficult situations. It 

demonstrates that acts of kindness can have unexpected 

rewards and that doing the right thing often leads to positive 

outcomes. In real life, individuals can apply this lesson by 

considering the consequences of their actions and making 

ethical decisions. 

4. If Ahmed had chosen to use his wish for personal gain instead of 

freeing the genie, he might have gained wealth or power, but 

he would have lost the opportunity to demonstrate his 

selflessness and kindness. The story could have ended with 

Ahmed living a life of material wealth but with a heavy 

conscience, knowing he had missed the chance to do a truly 

good deed. 


