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Exploring Brazil's Breathtaking Geography 
Brazil is a country of astounding natural 

beauty and geographic diversity, making it 

a captivating place to explore. From the lush 

Amazon Rainforest to the iconic 

Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil's geography is both unique and 

fascinating. In this reading passage, we will 

delve into Brazil's geography from both a 

global and local perspective. 

Global Perspective 

Brazil is the largest country in South America and the fifth-largest country in the 

world, covering approximately 3.3 million square miles (8.5 million square 

kilometers). It stretches from the Amazon Rainforest in the north to the vast 

grasslands of the Pampas in the south. Its extensive coastline borders the Atlantic 

Ocean, offering breathtaking beaches and coastal landscapes. 

One remarkable feature of Brazil's geography is the Amazon Rainforest, often 

referred to as the "lungs of the Earth." This enormous rainforest covers more than 

60% of Brazil's land area and is home to an incredible diversity of plant and animal 

species. It plays a crucial role in maintaining the planet's climate by absorbing 

carbon dioxide and releasing oxygen through photosynthesis. 

Brazil is also home to the Amazon River, the second-longest river in the world after 

the Nile. This mighty river flows through the heart of the rainforest, providing water 

and sustenance to countless creatures. The Amazon River basin is an essential part 

of Brazil's geography, and it's astonishing to think about the vastness of this river 

system. 
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Local Perspective 

Within Brazil's diverse landscape, you'll find several distinct regions, each with its 

unique geography and characteristics. Let's take a closer look at some of these 

regions: 

• The Amazon Basin: The Amazon Rainforest is located in the northern part of 

Brazil. It is a dense, tropical forest teeming with life. The region experiences 

high rainfall and is known for its extraordinary biodiversity, with countless 

species of plants, animals, and insects. 

• The Pantanal: Located in western Brazil, the Pantanal is the world's largest 

tropical wetland area. It is home to a wide variety of wildlife, including 

jaguars, capybaras, and giant otters. During the rainy season, much of the 

Pantanal is submerged, creating a unique and ever-changing ecosystem. 

• The Atlantic Coast: Along Brazil's eastern coast, you'll find stunning beaches 

and vibrant cities like Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo. The famous 

Copacabana Beach in Rio is a popular tourist destination, known for its 

golden sands and iconic boardwalk. 

• The Brazilian Highlands: In the central part of the country, you'll find the 

Brazilian Highlands, a region of rolling hills and plateaus. The capital city, 

Brasília, is located in this area and is known for its modernist architecture. 

• The Southern Grasslands: The Pampas region in the south is known for its 

expansive grasslands and cattle ranching. It's a stark contrast to the lush 

rainforests in the north. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


