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Discovering the Geography of Illinois 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. How might the geography of Illinois have influenced early settlement patterns 
in the state? Provide examples. 

 

2. Imagine you are visiting the Shawnee National Forest. Describe your 
experience and what natural wonders you might encounter during your visit. 

 

3. Discuss the potential impact of climate change on the geography of Illinois, 
considering its lakes, rivers, and prairies. 

 

4. How do the diverse geographical features of Illinois contribute to its appeal as 
a tourist destination? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


