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Discovering Ohio: A Journey Through its Geography
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Ohio's diverse geography contributes to its cultural richness, economic
diversity, and recreational opportunities. The Appalachian Plateau offers
outdoor adventures, the Glaciated Allegheny Plateau provides fertile
farmland, Lake Erie supports tourism, and the Western Reserve showcases
urban life. This diversity brings together people from various backgrounds
and fosters a vibrant state.

2. If planning a road trip through Ohio, | would explore the rugged terrain and
hiking trails of the Appalachian Plateau in the east. Then, I'd head to the
Glaciated Allegheny Plateau to experience its fertile farmland and maybe
visit a dairy farm. Next, I'd enjoy the beaches and water activities along
Lake Erie's shore. Finally, I'd explore the cities and natural beauty of the
Western Reserve, including a visit to Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

3. Ohio has actively worked to protect its natural treasures. Efforts include
monitoring water quality in Lake Erie, addressing issues like harmful algal
blooms, and preserving parks like Hocking Hills and Cuyahoga Valley. These
initiatives ensure that future generations can enjoy Ohio's natural beauty.

4. Ohio's geography influenced its history and settlement patterns. The
Glaciated Allegheny Plateau's fertile soil attracted early farmers, while Lake
Erie facilitated trade and transportation. The Appalachian Plateau's
rugged terrain posed challenges for settlers but offered unique resources.
The Western Reserve attracted Connecticut residents, shaping the state's
demographics and culture. Geography continues to play a role in Ohio's

development and identity.
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