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Texas: Unraveling the Vast and Diverse Geography
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Answers will vary based on individual preferences, but students
can create an itinerary that includes visiting regions like the Hill
Country for outdoor activities, the Gulf Coast for beach
vacations, and Big Bend National Park for desert exploration.

2. The diverse geography of Texas presents both challenges and
opportunities. Challenges include managing water resources in
arid regions, conserving natural habitats, and addressing
environmental issues. Opportunities include tourism, agriculture,
and energy production.

3. Students can research and describe a specific desert plant or
animal species, such as the desert tortoise, and explain its
adaptations for survival in the Chihuahuan Desert, including
mechanisms for conserving water and seeking shelter from
extreme temperatures.

4. Preserving natural landscapes in Texas, such as Big Bend
National Park and the Piney Woodes, is crucial for maintaining
biodiversity, protecting wildlife habitats, and offering
opportunities for research, education, and outdoor recreation. It
also contributes to the state's cultural and environmental

heritage.
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