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Discovering the Garden State: Geography of New Jersey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. New Jersey's diverse geography influences its culture and economy in 

various ways. The presence of mountains and forests provides opportunities 

for outdoor activities and tourism, while the coastal plains support 

agriculture and tourism along the Jersey Shore. Urban centers contribute to 

the state's economic vibrancy and cultural diversity. 

2. The geography of New Jersey, particularly its beautiful coastline along the 

Jersey Shore, has played a significant role in attracting tourists. The state's 

identity is closely tied to its coastal attractions, which offer recreational 

activities, entertainment, and a sense of relaxation. Tourism along the 

Jersey Shore has had a positive impact on the state's economy. 

3. Preserving natural areas like the Pine Barrens is essential for maintaining 

ecological balance and protecting unique landscapes. Measures such as 

conservation efforts, sustainable land use planning, and public education 

can help ensure the long-term health of these regions and their invaluable 

ecosystems. 

4. New Jersey's small size and diverse geography create a unique sense of 

community. While residents may live in different environments, they share a 

common identity as New Jerseyans. The state's diversity fosters a spirit of 

inclusivity and adaptability, allowing communities to thrive in various 

settings, from urban centers to rural areas. 


