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What Stories Can Layers of Rock Tell Us About Earth’s Past? 
Open-Ended Response Questions 
1. Why is it important for scientists to study rock layers? 

 

2. If you found a fossil, what questions would you want to ask about it? 

 

3. How might learning about Earth’s past help us today? 

 

4. What part of learning from rock layers do you think is most interesting, and 
why? 

 

 


