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Geological Time Scale: Eons, Eras, Periods, and Epochs 
Short Answer Key 

1. To help scientists understand and organize Earth’s long history. 

2. Many new life forms appeared in the oceans. 

3. Eon, Era, Period, Epoch 

4. By studying fossils and layers of rock. 

5. A large asteroid hit Earth and caused a mass extinction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


