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How Do Scientists Know the Earth Is Over 4 Billion Years Old? 
Short Answer Key 

1. Radiometric dating 

2. Because they are very old and can show how old Earth might 

be 

3. They formed at the same time as Earth and help confirm Earth’s 

age 

4. Rocks on Earth can get broken, changed, or replaced over time 

5. Math and chemistry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


