
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Tree Rings and Lake Sediments as Natural Timekeepers 
Did you know that trees and lakes can tell stories 

about the past? Scientists have found clever 

ways to study nature to learn what Earth was like 

long ago. Two of their favorite “natural 

timekeepers” are tree rings and lake sediments. 

Tree rings form in the trunk of a tree as it grows. 

Each year, a tree adds a new ring. If the year 

had plenty of rain and sun, the ring will be thick. 

If the year was dry or cold, the ring will be thin. By counting the rings, scientists 

can figure out how old a tree is. But that’s not all! The size and color of each 

ring can also tell what the weather was like each year. 

Now, think about lake sediments. These are layers of tiny bits of dirt, leaves, 

and pollen that slowly fall to the bottom of a lake. Each year, a new layer 

settles on top of the old ones, like stacking pages in a book. Scientists drill into 

the bottom of the lake and pull out long tubes of these layers. When they study 

what’s in each layer, they can learn about the climate, plants, and even 

volcanic eruptions from the past. 

Both tree rings and lake sediments work like timelines. Tree rings show the story 

of one tree in one place, while lake sediments give a bigger picture of the 

whole area. When scientists use both together, they get a clearer look at what 

the Earth was like many years ago—even thousands of years ago! 

These natural records help us understand Earth’s climate and how it has 

changed. This information is important today because it helps scientists predict 

what might happen in the future. So next time you walk past a tree or a lake, 

remember: they might be keeping track of time in their own special way. 

 


