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Exploring the Character of George in 'Of Mice 
and Men' 
George Milton is one of the central characters in John 
Steinbeck's novella, "Of Mice and Men." As one half of the 
dynamic duo at the heart of the story, George plays a vital 
role in shaping the narrative and themes of the novella. 
Let's take a closer look at the character of George and 
analyze his qualities, actions, and significance in the story. 

Character Analysis 

George is a small, wiry man with sharp features who serves as the caretaker and 
protector of his mentally challenged friend, Lennie Small. His character is defined by 
several key qualities and actions: 

1. Loyalty: George's loyalty to Lennie is one of his defining characteristics. Despite the 
challenges of caring for Lennie, he remains dedicated to their friendship and 
ensures Lennie's safety. 

2. Responsibility: George takes on the responsibility of looking after Lennie, a task 
that often requires great patience and understanding. He guides Lennie, makes 
decisions for both of them, and helps him navigate the complexities of the world. 

3. Dreamer: George shares a dream with Lennie, one that involves owning a piece 
of land and living independently. This dream is a source of motivation and hope 
for both characters, providing them with a sense of purpose. 

4. Sacrifice: Throughout the novella, George makes significant sacrifices to protect 
Lennie and maintain their friendship. He often puts Lennie's well-being above his 
own desires and needs. 

Significance in the Story 

George's character serves several important functions in the narrative: 

• Emotional Core: The relationship between George and Lennie forms the emotional 
core of the story. Their friendship is both heartwarming and tragic, and it drives 
many of the novella's themes and conflicts. 

• Exploration of Friendship: The novella explores the depth of friendship through 
George and Lennie's bond. George's unwavering loyalty and responsibility for 
Lennie reveal the complexities of friendship in challenging circumstances. 

• Moral Dilemmas: George's character confronts moral dilemmas throughout the 
story. His decisions and actions are central to the novella's climax, which raises 
questions about responsibility and the consequences of choices. 

• Dream vs. Reality: George's dream of owning land with Lennie represents the 
tension between dreams and the harsh realities of life during the Great Depression. 
His pursuit of this dream reflects the aspirations and hopes of many during that 
time. 


