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Festivals and Celebrations in Germany 
Germany is a country rich in traditions and 
celebrations. Throughout the year, Germans 
gather with family and friends to enjoy festivals 
that are full of music, food, and fun. Some of 
these festivals are famous worldwide, while 
others are special to Germany. Let’s explore 
some of Germany’s most exciting celebrations! 
Oktoberfest: The Biggest Festival in Germany 
Oktoberfest is one of the most famous festivals 
in the world. It takes place every year in Munich, 
a city in southern Germany. Despite its name, 
Oktoberfest starts in September and lasts for 
about two weeks. The festival is known for its 
traditional Bavarian music, dancing, and 
delicious food. 

People wear traditional outfits during the festival. Men wear lederhosen, which are 
leather shorts, and women wear dirndls, colorful dresses with aprons. At Oktoberfest, 
visitors enjoy giant pretzels, sausages, and roasted chicken. It is a time for families and 
friends to come together and celebrate German culture. 
Christmas Markets: A Magical Winter Tradition 
Germany is famous for its Christmas markets, which take place in towns and cities across 
the country. These markets usually start in late November and continue until Christmas 
Eve. The most famous Christmas markets are in Nuremberg, Dresden, and Cologne. 
At the markets, people buy handmade gifts, wooden toys, and Christmas decorations. 
They also enjoy warm treats like gingerbread cookies (Lebkuchen), roasted nuts, and hot 
chocolate. The markets are decorated with twinkling lights and Christmas trees, making 
them feel like a winter wonderland. 
Karneval: Germany’s Funniest Festival 
Karneval, also called Fasching or Fastnacht, is Germany’s version of Carnival. It takes 
place in February or early March, before Lent, a time when some people give up certain 
foods or activities for 40 days. 
Karneval is known for its colorful parades, costumes, and silly performances. People dress 
up in funny outfits and throw candy and flowers to the crowd. The biggest Karneval 
celebrations happen in Cologne, Düsseldorf, and Mainz. The festival is full of laughter, 
music, and dancing! 
German Unity Day: A Day of Celebration 
Unlike Oktoberfest and Karneval, German Unity Day is a more serious holiday. It is 
celebrated every year on October 3rd to remember the reunification of Germany in 
1990. For many years, Germany was divided into two parts: East Germany and West 
Germany. In 1989, the Berlin Wall, which separated the two, was torn down. A year later, 
Germany became one country again. On German Unity Day, people celebrate with 
fireworks, concerts, and speeches. 


