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Naming the Cosmic Wanderers: How Comets Get Their Names 
Short Answer Key 

1. The tradition became less practical because as more comets 

were discovered, naming them all after their discoverers 

became cumbersome and confusing. 

2. The IAU tracks celestial objects like comets, provides guidelines 

for naming them, and reviews and approves proposed names. 

3. The technical designation includes the year of discovery and a 

combination of letters and numbers, helping astronomers 

differentiate between comets and track their orbits. 

4. The IAU guidelines limit names to 16 characters, prefer one-word 

names, and ensure they are non-offensive, avoid political or 

religious connotations, and do not honor living persons. These 

guidelines maintain consistency and respect. 

5. Comet names provide a historical record and contribute to 

public engagement with astronomy. 

 

 

 

 

 


