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Gettysburg’s Impact 
In the summer of 1863, the American Civil War 
had been raging for over two years. The Union 
(North) and the Confederacy (South) had 
fought many battles, but neither side had 
gained a clear victory. That changed in July 
1863, when the Battle of Gettysburg became a 
turning point in the war. 

The Battle of Gettysburg: A Turning Point 
From July 1–3, 1863, Union and Confederate 
soldiers fought in the small town of Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. Confederate General Robert E. 

Lee led his army in an attempt to invade the North, hoping to force a peace agreement. 
However, the Union army, led by General George Meade, stopped Lee’s troops after 
three days of fierce fighting. 

The battle ended with more than 50,000 casualties, making it one of the deadliest battles 
in American history. The Confederates were forced to retreat, and Lee’s army never tried 
to invade the North again. This victory gave new hope to the North and weakened the 
South’s chances of winning the war. 

The Gettysburg Address: A Speech to Inspire 
Four months after the battle, on November 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln visited 
Gettysburg to dedicate a cemetery for the fallen soldiers. In just 272 words, he delivered 
one of the most famous speeches in American history: the Gettysburg Address. 

Lincoln reminded Americans that the war was not just about winning battles—it was 
about freedom, democracy, and equality. He said that those who had died at 
Gettysburg had given their lives so that the nation could remain united and free. He 
urged Americans to continue fighting for a "government of the people, by the people, 
for the people." 

How Did Gettysburg Change the War? 
The Battle of Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address had a powerful impact on the Civil 
War: 

• The battle weakened the South, making it harder for them to fight back. 
• The victory boosted morale in the North, giving them the confidence to keep 

fighting. 
• Lincoln’s speech inspired Americans, reminding them why the war mattered. 

Though the war continued for nearly two more years, the Union would eventually win, 
and slavery would end in the United States. Gettysburg was a turning point that helped 
shape the future of the nation. 


