
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Gian Lorenzo Bernini: Master of 
Baroque Sculpture 
Gian Lorenzo Bernini, an Italian sculptor and 
architect, left an indelible mark on the world of 
art through his breathtaking sculptures and 
innovative architectural designs. In this reading 
passage, we will explore Bernini's life, his notable 
sculptures, and his lasting impact on the 
Baroque era. 

Early Life and Artistic Talent 

Gian Lorenzo Bernini was born in Naples, Italy, in 
1598. From an early age, his talent for sculpture 

became evident. His father, a successful sculptor himself, recognized his son's potential 
and nurtured his artistic abilities. 

The Ecstasy of Saint Teresa: A Divine Vision 

One of Bernini's most famous sculptures is "The Ecstasy of Saint Teresa," located in the 
Cornaro Chapel in Rome. This magnificent sculpture captures the moment when Saint 
Teresa experienced a divine vision. Bernini masterfully portrays the spiritual and emotional 
intensity of the saint's encounter with an angel. 

Apollo and Daphne: A Mythological Transformation 

In "Apollo and Daphne," Bernini skillfully depicts the mythological story of Apollo's pursuit 
of the nymph Daphne. As Apollo reaches out to touch her, Daphne undergoes a 
transformation into a laurel tree. The sculpture captures the precise moment of this 
metamorphosis, showcasing Bernini's exceptional ability to convey movement and 
emotion in stone. 

David: A Youthful Hero 

Bernini's sculpture of David portrays the biblical hero in his youth, preparing to face the 
giant Goliath. Unlike traditional depictions of David after the battle, Bernini's sculpture 
captures the tension and anticipation before the confrontation, emphasizing the youth's 
determination and courage. 

Architectural Achievements 

In addition to his sculptural talents, Bernini made significant contributions to architecture. 
He played a crucial role in designing the magnificent St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, 
known for its impressive colonnades and the obelisk at its center. His architectural work 
continues to be celebrated for its grandeur and beauty. 

Legacy and Influence 

Gian Lorenzo Bernini's work exemplifies the Baroque style, characterized by its dramatic 
and emotional impact. His sculptures and architectural designs have left an indelible 
mark on the art world and continue to be admired for their expressive qualities. 


