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Giorgio de Chirico: The Enigmatic Surrealist 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Giorgio de Chirico's Metaphysical art blurs the lines between reality and 

dreams by creating deserted urban landscapes with classical architecture, 

eerie mannequins, and long shadows. These elements evoke an 

atmosphere of mystery and unease, tapping into viewers' subconscious 

minds. Philosophical influences, such as Nietzsche's concept of the eternal 

return and Schopenhauer's ideas on the will, can be seen in de Chirico's 

exploration of existential themes and the mysteries of existence. 

2. Giorgio de Chirico's art taps into the human subconscious by presenting 

viewers with empty urban landscapes, eerie mannequins, and classical 

architecture. These elements create an atmosphere of solitude and 

introspection, prompting viewers to reflect on their own inner thoughts and 

emotions. The long shadows add to the sense of mystery and unease, as if 

something hidden is lurking beneath the surface. 

3. Giorgio de Chirico's enduring legacy in contemporary art lies in his influence 

on later generations of artists who have embraced his dreamlike 

landscapes and exploration of the subconscious. Artists like David Lynch, 

who incorporates surreal and dreamlike elements in his films, and Joel-Peter 

Witkin, known for his unsettling and enigmatic photographs, draw 

inspiration from de Chirico's work. 

4. Giorgio de Chirico's Metaphysical art shares similarities with the works of 

Salvador Dalí and René Magritte in their exploration of Surrealism. They all 

create dreamlike and irrational compositions. However, de Chirico's art is 

characterized by deserted urban landscapes and classical architecture, 

while Dalí is known for his detailed and bizarre dreamscapes, and Magritte 

for his witty and thought-provoking juxtapositions of everyday objects. 

Despite these differences, they share a common theme of tapping into the 

human subconscious and exploring the mysteries of the psyche. 


