Name

Giraffes are some of the most fascinating
animals in the world. They are known for

their long necks, spotted coats, and gentle
. nature. Giraffes are the tallest land animals
X7 on Earth. An adult giraffe can grow up to 18
" feet talll Their long legs and necks help
| them reach leaves high up in trees, which is
their favorite food.

:; Giraffes live in Africa, mainly in grasslands
NNz ¢ =¥ and open woodlands. They need to live
Where there are lots of tall trees because they eat leaves, especially from
acaciatrees. Giraffes have a very special tongue that helps them eat. Their
tongues can be up to 20 inches long and are dark purple to protect them
from the sun. They also have tough lips that help them eat thorny leaves
without getting hurt.

A giraffe's spots are like a fingerprint. No two giraffes have the same
pattern! Their spots help them blend in with the trees and stay safe from
predators like lions and hyenas. Even though giraffes are peaceful, they
can defend themselves if needed. They have powerful legs that can kick
hard enough to scare away a lion.

Baby giraffes, called calves, are born already talll! A newborn calf can
stand within an hour of being born and is about 6 feet tall. This helps them
stay safe and keep up with the herd. Giraffes live in groups called towers.
These towers help protect the young giraffes by keeping an eye out for
danger together.

Giraffes communicate in quiet ways. They can make low humming sounds
at night and use body language, like moving their necks, to show feelings.
Even though they are quiet, they play an important role in their ecosystem.
By eating leaves from tall trees, giraffes help shape the landscape and
make room for new plants to grow.

Sadly, giraffes face dangers in the wild. Habitat loss and poaching have
made it harder for them to survive. Conservation efforts are important to
keep these gentle giants safe for the future.
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