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The Fascinating Features of a Giraffe 
Giraffes are among the most unique animals in the 

world. They are famous for their long necks and tall 

bodies. An adult giraffe can grow up to 18 feet tall, 

making it the tallest land animal on Earth. Males are 

usually taller than females. Despite their height, 

giraffes are gentle and calm creatures. 

A giraffe's body is covered in beautiful spots that range in color from light 

brown to dark orange. These spots are not just for looks—they help the 

giraffe blend into its surroundings in the African savanna where they live. 

Each giraffe has a unique pattern, just like human fingerprints. 

Giraffes have long legs, and their front legs are slightly longer than their 

back legs. This helps them reach tall trees to find food. Their necks, which 

can grow up to 6 feet long, also help them reach high branches. Even 

though their necks are very long, giraffes have the same number of neck 

bones as humans—just seven! 

Another unique feature of a giraffe is its horns, called ossicones. Both male 

and female giraffes have ossicones, but males have thicker ones. These 

horns are covered with skin and hair and help protect their heads when 

fighting. 

Giraffes have large, dark eyes and long eyelashes that protect their eyes 

from dust. Their tongues are also very special. A giraffe's tongue can be up 

to 20 inches long and is dark purple. This helps protect it from the sun and 

allows the giraffe to grab leaves easily. 

Giraffes are truly amazing animals with many special features that help 

them survive in the wild. 


