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Gladiatorial Spectacle: Witnessing a Battle in the Colosseum 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The atmosphere inside the Colosseum is described as "electric 
with excitement and anticipation" because the spectators, 
coming from diverse backgrounds and social statuses, were 
united in their anticipation of the gladiator battle. This 
atmosphere might have been created by the size of the crowd, 
the anticipation of a thrilling spectacle, and the sense of 
communal experience. The emotions it might evoke in 
spectators could range from eager excitement to nervous 
anticipation, creating a charged atmosphere. 

2. The gladiators' armor and weapons were significant in the 
Colosseum not only for their practical use in combat but also for 
their symbolic meaning. The armor represented the identity and 
role of the gladiators, while their weapons showcased their 
fighting skills. The elaborate armor and weaponry added to the 
spectacle and drama of the battles, captivating the audience. 

3. The presence of a diverse crowd, including senators, soldiers, 
slaves, and citizens, added to the spectacle's dynamics. 
Senators and soldiers might have had a different perspective on 
the battles compared to slaves and citizens. Senators might 
have viewed the events as displays of power, while citizens and 
slaves may have been drawn to the entertainment aspect. The 
diverse audience likely contributed to a mix of reactions and 
emotions, making the Colosseum a unique and inclusive cultural 
phenomenon. 

4. The narrative depicts the complex mix of emotions experienced 
by spectators during the gladiator battle, including the thrill of 
the spectacle and admiration for the gladiators' bravery. The 
thrill came from witnessing intense combat and dramatic 
moments, while admiration stemmed from recognizing the 
gladiators' courage and skill. At the same time, there was a sense 
of unease and discomfort, as spectators were confronted with 
the brutality and potential loss of life in the arena. These 
conflicting emotions made the experience both captivating 
and challenging for those in attendance. 


