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India's Geography: A Journey from Local Landscapes to Global
Impact

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. The Himalayan mountain range plays a vital role in India's geography. It
serves as a natural barrier, protecting the country from cold winds from the
north. The Himalayas are the source of major rivers like the Ganges and
Brahmaputra, which provide freshwater for agriculture and sustenance.
Additionally, the Himalayas have influenced culture and spirituality in the
region, with many sacred sites located in these mountains.

2. The Western and Eastern Ghats are ecologically important due to their role
in influencing regional weather patterns. They force moist air to rise, leading
to heavy rainfall and creating lush forests on their windward sides. These
forests are home to diverse wildlife and plant species. The Ghats are also
vital for water catchment, helping recharge groundwater and maintain
river flow.

3. India's coastline, extending over 7,500 kilometers, connects the country to
the world. Major port cities like Mumbai, Chennai, and Kolkata facilitate
international trade, making India a hub for commerce. The coastline also
supports various coastal ecosystems and provides livelihoods for coastal
communities.

4. India's geography, particularly the monsoon season, affects agriculture
and livelihoods significantly. The monsoon brings crucial rains, allowing
farmers to cultivate crops. The timing and intensity of the monsoon
influence planting and harvesting schedules. Delayed or insufficient rains
can lead to droughts, affecting crop yields and farmer incomes. Hence,
the monsoon season is central to India's agricultural practices and the well-

being of its people.
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