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The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The bridge serves as the central element of conflict and 

resolution in the story. Initially, it presents a barrier for the billy 

goats, as the troll refuses to let them cross. It becomes the focal 

point of their clever plan to outsmart the troll, leading to the 

resolution of the conflict and their ability to cross the bridge 

safely. 

2. Gruff, Muff, and Tuff each possess distinct character traits that 

contribute to their success. Gruff is clever and quick-thinking, 

Muff is polite and persuasive, and Tuff is authoritative and 

physically powerful. Their combined intelligence and teamwork 

allow them to overcome the troll's challenges. 

3. The story highlights the theme of cleverness and teamwork as 

essential tools for overcoming obstacles. The billy goats work 

together, using their intelligence to deceive the troll and ensure 

their safety. The tale reinforces the idea that cooperation and 

wit can help individuals face challenges and achieve their 

goals. 

4. The troll's fate in the story is a consequence of his actions and 

intentions, as he wanted to eat the billy goats. While some may 

argue that the outcome was harsh, others may see it as a just 

resolution to the conflict, given the troll's predatory behavior. The 

story emphasizes the consequences of one's actions and 

choices. 


