Name

In the late 1970s and 1980s, California was terrorized by
a serial rapist and murderer who left a trail of fear and
devastation in his wake. For decades, the identity of this
elusive criminal, known as the Golden State Killer,
remained a mystery. It wasn't until 2018 that the world
finally learned the truth about the man behind the
heinous crimes—Joseph James DeAngelo.

The Reign of Terror

The Golden State Killer, also known as the East Area
Rapist and the Original Night Stalker, committed a
series of rapes and murders across California. His crimes
began in the Sacramento area, where he would break into homes, often
targeting women who were home alone. He would bind, terrorize, and assault his
victims, sometimes even killing them and their partners.

A Meticulous Criminal

Joseph James DeAngelo was a former police officer, which allowed him to evade
capture for decades. His knowledge of police procedures helped him avoid
leaving behind incriminating evidence. He would taunt victims with phone calls,
leaving them in constant fear.

The Break in the Case

For years, the Golden State Killer's identity remained a mystery. However,
advances in forensic DNA analysis led to a breakthrough in 2018. Investigators
used DNA from crime scenes to build a family tree through genealogy websites,
eventually leading them to Joseph James DeAngelo.

Arrest and Confession

In April 2018, Joseph James DeAngelo was arrested at his home in Citrus Heights,
California. He was charged with multiple counts of murder and kidnapping. In
June 2020, he pleaded guilty to 13 counts of murder and 13 counts of kidnapping.
He also admitted to numerous other crimes.

Life in Prison

In August 2020, Joseph James DeAngelo was sentenced to life in prison without
the possibility of parole. He avoided the death penalty by cooperating with
authorities and sparing his victims the ordeal of a lengthy trial.
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