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Goldfish: How Do They Reproduce? 
Goldfish have fascinating reproductive 

behaviors that help them bring new life into 

the water. Like many fish, goldfish lay eggs 

instead of giving live birth. The process starts 

with mating behaviors that occur during the 

spring or when the water gets warmer. 

When goldfish are ready to mate, the males 

chase the females around the water. They 

nudge the females to encourage them to lay eggs. This behavior is called 

"spawning." Female goldfish lay their eggs on plants, rocks, or any surface in their 

habitat. A single female goldfish can lay hundreds, or even thousands, of eggs at 

one time! Once the eggs are laid, the males fertilize them by releasing sperm over 

the eggs. The fertilized eggs stick to surfaces, where they begin to develop. 

Goldfish eggs do not have a long gestation period. In fact, it only takes 2 to 7 days 

for the eggs to hatch, depending on the temperature of the water. Warmer water 

speeds up the process, while cooler water slows it down. The baby goldfish, called 

fry, are tiny and almost transparent when they hatch. They quickly start swimming 

and looking for food. 

Unlike some animals, goldfish do not care for their young after they are born. 

Once the eggs are laid and fertilized, the adult goldfish leave them on their own. 

This might seem surprising, but it’s common for fish. Baby goldfish rely on instinct to 

survive, finding food like tiny plants and microscopic creatures in the water. 

Even though goldfish do not take care of their offspring, they have an amazing 

ability to produce a large number of eggs, which increases the chances of 

survival for at least some of their young. Goldfish are fascinating not only for their 

beauty but also for their ability to create new life in such a unique way. 

 


