Name

Goldfish are incredible swimmers! Like most
‘ fish, they move by using their bodies and fins
- to glide through the water. Goldfish do not fly,
run, or climb—they swim. Their sleek,
.' streamlined bodies are designed to help
them move efficiently, whether they are

exploring a small tank or a large pond.

A goldfish’s primary tool for swimming is its tail
fin, also called the caudal fin. The tail fin moves side to side, creating waves that
push the goldfish forward. This motion is what allows the fish to move gracefully
through the water. The faster the tail moves, the faster the goldfish can swim.
Goldfish are not the fastest swimmers in the animal kingdom, but they can swim

quickly when they need to escape predators or explore their surroundings.

In addition to their tail fin, goldfish use other fins to steer and balance. The pectoral
fins, located on the sides of their body, act like paddles. These fins help goldfish
turn left, right, up, or down. The dorsal fin, on the top of their body, helps them
stay upright and balanced as they swim. Without these fins, a goldfish would

wobble and have a hard time moving in a straight line.

Goldfish are also efficient movers because they can adjust their swimming
technique based on what they are doing. For example, when they are searching
for food at the bottom of the tank, they move slowly and carefully. But when they
are playing or feeling excited, they might dart around quickly and make sharp

turns.

Goldfish are not only efficient but also graceful. Watching a goldfish swim can
feel like watching a dance underwater. Their smooth movements and flowing fins
make them mesmerizing to observe. Whether they are gliding gently or darting

with energy, goldfish are built to be excellent swimmers.
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